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Overview  Toys through Time   

Toys are objects that we play with.  
Toys can help us learn new skills, develop imagination 
and have fun (and lots of other things) 
Toys can be anything from simple pieces of wood and 
string, to modern games consoles and iPads. 
Toys have existed in many forms throughout history. 
Toys have developed and changed a lot over time, as 
new materials have been used and new technologies 
have become available. 
People make and play with different toys in different 
parts of the world.  
There are different types of toys- construction, small 
world, physical, creative, electronic etc. 
We will use adjectives to describe toy properties. 
Toys move and work in different ways- we will learn 
about forces. 
We will learn about our own toy history- what toys 
we liked when we were babies, toddlers and the toys 
we like now. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dolls 

 
 
 

 

Dolls are thought to be the 
oldest form of toy. Wooden 
dolls from Egyptian times- 4000 
years ago have been found. 
The Romans made dolls from 
clay, wood and rags. 
In Victorian times rich children 
had porcelain dolls, children 
who were poorer had dolls 
made from pegs and rags. 
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Teddy 
Beras 

 

The first teddy bear was sold 
in 1902 and named after the 
American President Theodore 
Roosevelt. 
The first teddies were made 
from mohair and stuffed with 
wood shavings. 
The first teddies had wooden 
button eyes, then spherical 
glass eyes were used. Now 
most teddies have plastic eyes. 

 

Games 
Consoles 

 

The first games consoles were 
around from the 1970s, but 
were nothing like games 
consoles today! The biggest 
selling console of all time is 
the PS2. 
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Can you use adjectives to 
describe toys? 

 

Cars 
 

Toy cars were first made in the 
early 1900’s. They were made 
from tin and lead. 
After the war toy cars started 
to be more detailed and had 
doors and windows. 
Today toy cars are made from 
plastic, metal alloys and even 
carbon fiber. 
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As part of our topic 

children will bring 

their favourite toy 

to school. We will 

present to the class 

and tell them 

important 

information about 

our toy. We will 

listen to our friends 

and ask them 

questions. We will 

compare and sort 

the toys in class. 

We will set up a toy 

museum in our 

classroom. We will 

play with and look 

after the old toys. We 

will make some old-

fashioned types of 

toys. We will have a 

visit from Nanny 

Thompson who will 

show us lots of old 

toys and tell us about 

how children played a 

long time ago. 

We will become investigators. 

We will ask questions to 

gather information and report 

back to the class. We will ask 

mums, dads, grandparents 

and other family members 

about their favourite toy 

when they were our age. 


